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UNIVERSITY OF MARY 
WASHINGTON MISSION 
STATEMENT
The University of Mary Washington is one of Virginia’s outstanding public 
liberal arts universities, providing a superior education that inspires and 
enables our students to make positive changes in the world.

The University is a place where faculty, students, and staff share in 
the creation and exploration of knowledge through freedom of inquiry, 
personal responsibility, and service. UMW regards the provision of high 
quality instruction as its most important function. The University offers 
a wide range of undergraduate and graduate programs focusing on both 
disciplinary and interdisciplinary studies. These academic programs 
afford students opportunities to integrate and apply their knowledge 
within broad educational experiences, to develop their professional 
interests, and to practice the habits of mind necessary for life-long 
learning. Through a professionally engaged faculty, the University 
supports ongoing research appropriate to the development of student 
abilities and faculty interests. It especially encourages the participation 
of undergraduates in research.

UMW’s size, dedicated faculty, and historical commitment to fine 
teaching create an institutional culture where both undergraduate and 
graduate students benefit from strong connections with their faculty and 
multiple opportunities for active learning.

Located in Fredericksburg between our nation’s capital and the capital 
of the Commonwealth of Virginia, the University of Mary Washington is a 
nexus for engagement among diverse communities and is dedicated to 
supporting professional advancement and economic development and to 
improving the regional quality of life.

We fulfill our mission by immersing students, faculty, and staff in local, 
regional, national, and international communities, and by inculcating the 
values of honor and integrity. UMW graduates are models of adaptive 
learning, personal achievement, responsible leadership, service to others, 
and engaged citizenship in a global and diverse society.


